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CLEAR, WAS THE. 
CALM ANC SMOOTH, (AS 
AUEROREO GLASS. 

THE GENTLE BREEZE HIGH 
ABOVE THE SEA, SHE 
KNEW JHE OMENT OF 
eerie WAS MERE 

“SHE Kt [sD 
WOULD END IN VIOLENCE 
ANC TRAGEDY. 

WAS THATIT WOULD AL. 
HAL? A REVELATION TomN 
FROM THE Heinys 
PAST OF THE AYA: 
WARRIOR A MOUNTROUGH- 
OUT THE WERLD AE. 

ey BHWVE, 
Wier / penicMer 
Le ee aa 

Pai, eds VittlbL 

ian: ZEA 

ASQ pegyyIpee- / WELATT.  \f 



SIWEE THE DAWNING OF HER WoMANHCOD, | 
ROR OF. Senjenfrg iawn PRINCESS 

KNOWN NO STORIN, WO FURY OF MATURE 
THAT FRIGHTENED HER. 

FOR A MUGALIGNMENT 
DEEP IN HER GENETIC CODE HAS 

INTED HER ABILITIES BEYOND 
2SE OF HER ADOPTIVE SISTERS, 

5H SHEWAS 
| SED fe AN MAEM, 

MCTAN: Z 
BUT THERE (8 NORE / 

ey eae, ODER THE RAGING  LMOEANE THAN 
CAPTURE AND SHARE THE WP AMO A Wee 
FORCES OF THE STORM. SHIFTING yy a OF THE 

THERE (5 IN EVERY 
GUST, IN EVERY BLINOING 

LIGHTNIN 



iy 
THE FREEZING WATERS in 
CLOSE ABOUT HER. INLE: 

- THOUGHT ANP REASON, 
SWEPT FROM 

YMINIOUS DEFEAT 
gsi Bee OEFORE 
KZ 



BUT y You 
NOTSO GREATY COMMAND 

THE SAM. 

BESO HASTY 
THEN, TO COUNT 

THIS DAY AS 
YOURS! 

THE POWER OF 
IN 

POWERFUL. 
YOU ARE, SEA 

GOD. 
BuT YOU FACE © 

NOW AN AMazoW./ 
ANO NO AMAZON ADMITS 
DEFEAT UNTIL THE LAST 

\ BREATH 1S CRUSHED 
FROM HER BREAST! 

VERY WELL, 
THEN, AMAZON. 
IT WOULD SEEM T 
HAVE LWOER- | 
ie ea 

you. f 

“, | 



AED WHE MANTLE OF WONDER WOMAN HAS 
Zw THIS AVAZOW LOOKED INTO THE BLAINE 
4 CVES BP LEATH, 

ZL) pany TIMES PEE SHE 

EEG Ly 
SO MELPLESS, FELT THE STRENGTH 
OF SPIRIT WRUNG FROM HER BY THIS 
MOST PRIMGRDIAL OF HER TERRORS > 

DROWNING / | 

ERENENEERS 
| THE COLO LARK NES: 

WATERS... 

\ 



ZOWL) Z , 
THE CIN LIGHT, THE PHANTOM 

b| GLOW OF SHIMMERING PHOSPHORS |: 
IN WALLS WORN 5/Nc (BY CIN - 

Up) COUNTED AGES OF SH/ 



ACROSS A SPACE YEPEUREP 
BEY NORE THAN HERELY 7HHE 

ANE OF8) 

YENING. 
WER THEROA TAS OF BATA 
ROUGE, COWISIANA... 

Hf... ANOS 
BLO MANSIONS THAT STAND (N 
SOLEMN MEMORY CF BETTER CAKE.) 

IE YOU DON'T. y 
+. THERE'S W YOuKWOW My ST Just Bea WANT 10 BEA FART 10 GET INTOHER 
ALL THE MORE PSYCHIC FLASHES. 2 fed, OF THIS, YOUCAN APARTMEN 
REASON TOBE ARE ALMOSTAEVER & LEAVE. = 

CONCERNED, WRONG, MOTHER. AND 
SOMETHING HAS BEEN 
VABEING AT ME 

ALL DAY. 





CONFRONTS HE LISTANT 
FRIENES..- 

BUT... WHY HAS 
iT ME 

FEADLY. TAM 20 
THIS |S THE GAC/SE OF ALL ‘a 
THE TRAGEDY THAT HAS A 
STALKED ME SINCE I BROUGHT > 

La IT UP FROM THE SEABED OF 

THE MEDITERRANEAN 

Fike Au 
MORTALS, YOU ARE 
NO MORE THAN A 

THE HARDEST-WON. < 
TREASURE OF ANOTHER IS 
NO MORE THAN A 7RINKET, 

IN YOUR THIEVING GRASP! 



DONOT ADD LIES. THAT 
RK. TO YOUR CRIMES, YOUREYE 

MORTAL. AN? HAND 

... AND IT WAS BY 
YOUR Wil THAT I 
CAME TO THIS PLACE. IF PRWVE: 

YOU HAVE KEASOV \ F - y 
S BEHIND THIS J = & po > MADNESS. THE VESSEL I CESTROVEP 

ae SOMANY YEARS AGO. 

Wot, OR Kit “Oe 
| ME ANO BEANE, 
WITH IT! 
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A eo : 
te \)) 
Ox) Za, 

NOW, EXPLAIN 
YOURSELVES! 
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DIANA SAID BUT 3S/Gh = THISISA DAY I WOULD 
IM NOT A REAL «/\\ HAVE PREFERRED 10 SEE /2257- 
AMAZON, MOTHER.\ TELL HER So, FENVED A WHILE LONGER. 
SHE SAID L'’mNoT } MoTHER! SHE 
REALLY YOUR ‘CAME FROM 

WHAT DIANA SAYS 1S 
TRE, ORORO, THO'L WISH 

SHE HAD FOUND A BETTER WAY, 
AAUWOER WAY TO TELL YOU. 
PERHAPS THE W150 
CP ATHENA DESERTED 

HER TODAY. 

YET... THERE |S 
SOMETHING! I SENSE... 
T SEEM TOFEELA 
SMALL LIFE CRYING 

‘OUT TOME! 



“AS SURE AND STRONG AS HAD 
GUANA BEFORE SHE WAS CREATED. 

INDEED? PERHAPS 
THIS 1S WHAT WAS SENSED, 
WHY I FELT THE NEED TO 
REACH OUT, TO BRING HER 

BaRRichs 10 MENISCICA 10 THEMYSCH 
AND NOT BE PASSED BEYOND BARRIERS TO 7 

= SHE WILL 
OUR POWER 7? SAVE. Fer Wie See 

“WE RACED YOU. 
sHe wir ce” VI PACK JO THEMIS, POWER WEELY. 

J THERE IS GREAT WER 
IN THIS SMALL FORM, 

MATESTY. AYE! AND MORE 4 
Ff THAN STRENGTH OF SPIRIT\] 

ONLY IN THE GOD-BLESSED 
FORM OF PRINCESS 
WANA HAVE I EVER 
SENSED A GREATER 
PORTIONING OF 
PRIMAL ENERGY. 

WE SEARCHED THE WATERS: 
FURTHER, BUT THERE WERE 

NO OTHER SURVIVORS, 

YOU WORE ON SMALL! 
WRIST. IT BORE THE SINGLE 
WORD “ORORO,” WHICH 
WE TOOK To BE YOUR 

NAME. 



PEOPLE ARISHED, CON: 
‘SUMED BY THE CRUEL 
< SEA? 

WT WAS MORE THAN. 
THE RECENT 7HEN7¥-FIVE JEARS. 
EARTHQUAKE 

IT BROUGHT TO THE 
» TOP STRATA THAT VE 
BEEN HIDDEN UNDER SILT 
ANO SEDIMENT FoR 

PPOUSANOS 

T2OK AT THIS 
STUFF! IT'S LIKE SOME 
FABULOUS MUSEUM 
SPILLED ITS CONTENTS: 

HERE. 

THIS PIECE ALONE IS 
ASTONISHING | IF IT IS 
WHAT IT APPEARS TO BE, 
IT COULD CHANGE OUR 
WHOLE UNDER - 
STANDING OF. 



THESE, HE WENT, 
SAY! BUT ANCIENT WATERS.Y NEVER J AS HE 

YOU GREW UP IN THEA GALS SET. WHICH HE HAD 
\ CY4ESE UPON , STOLEN AOERYCA, IN 

AsEw 
COUNTRY,_<am 



wIT'S ASIF 4 ALBIS LE- 
SOMETHING HAS 2STEROUS, MALCOLM! 
TAKEN CONTREL, “Out ce SMART, 
OFMY LIFE! AN TOO KATIANAL TO 

SK TRuLy BeLIeve IT HAPPENS 
TO EVERYONE 
ATONE TIME 
OR ANOTHER; 

<| 

> 
‘ASIF EVERY MOVE SUCH THINGS! 

o 

P” gut t Know 
|wHar 10 00! I 

OW HOW TO 

Ba VE SEEN ALOT ~ 
STKAINGE 

Tiles. TRAVELING 
THE WORLD INN 
JOB ASA 

SAP YOU CALL THIS “BAR LLG"? 
kis, MY WIFE LEFT ME, MY FATHER, 

- Z DIED, ey FUNDING HAS BEEN 

‘AND IT'S NOT JUST THE "B/G ” 
A ITSAS [eds ee ee 
DIVIDED INTO Mi 
AND SOMETHING HAS Gone eon 

WITH hapa 

IT ALL STARTED THE DAY 
T BROUGHT UP THIS ARTIFACT 
FROM THE FLOOR OF THE 

MEDITERRANEAN. 

TM GOING ae TAKE 
IT BACK! I'VE BOOKED 
PASSAGE ON THE ARABIAN 
PRINCESS. SHE 

1 OROP THIS ARTIFACT 
AM WRONG, OVER THE SIDE AS WE 
WHAT WILL | PASS OVER THE 

AREA I BROUGHT 
IT UP FROM... 





=~ 
JOKE? you LDo LSEE ONLY 

SEE ACZHIQR IN LA 
THIS, MORTALZ 

PLACE IN THE ie EATH. 
. GNVERSE! ‘ 2 : 

BUT BY YouR 
WORDS HAVE YOU 

ARROGI 
YOU EARNED A PASSAGE 
FROM THIS WORLD THE LEAST 
DESCRIPTIVE WORD OF WHICH 
WILL AREZE THE MARROW 

IN A MORTAL'S BONES! 
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LET YouR 
AGONY POUR OUT 
INTO THE ROCKS, 

(FLOOR NTO THE 
RY ABI OF, 

WOR 
vel 

IS 

2-- SO THAT ALL THE 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 
OF HUMANKIND WILL AZEL, 

YOUR PAIN... K 

e 

AN? KNOW HOW . 
VAIN) AND AZAL/S47 ARE \ 

THOSE WHO WOULD Re 
DARE DEFYA GOOL~ 





"YOURS WAS THE POWER GUT AS MORTALS PROGRESSED... 

LIE ANC LEATH. AS THEY CAINE HORE AND (NORE 
; TOBE WITH THEIR OLIN MASTERS, 

“FOR GOW OR tL, Vy ANP MHASTERS OF THEIR WORLD... 
YOu AND YOUR i 
BRETHREN WELDED") ~ 
THAT POWER TO ¥ \ ‘ 
SHAPE THE LNWES eh get ) ‘ 
OF HUMANKING. ’ fom, / ¢ 

\\.. THEY BEGAN SLOWLY JO ‘j f 
TLR MUAY FROM YOU, OTHER GOLS = 

\ GREATER. 
" JHE TALES OF YOUR GLORIES, SF | KWOMLEDGE | 
YOUR EXPLOITS HOLE ANP Wa | KSURPED YOu. 

. | FEEL, HAP SATISFIED | 
«| 7HER NEED FOR KNOWL - i al 

€QBE OF THE UNIVERSE-- 
BUT ONLY FOR A WHILE. zem | ; 
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WOW THE WLY PLACE MORTALS 
SMEMEER YOU AIT ALE. (S/N 

8) 7HEHALLS OF MLSELINS ANP 
SCHOOLS OF ANTIBUTX. 

YOU SEE, SEA Goes My An ReO 
eettee ANO I STILL WORSHIP” 

By YOUR TIME 
BAS noven Ana Eom Og 

ITIS NOT FORME TO. 

FEW WHO HAVE ANY 
CT FOR YOU 

AT ALL... 
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YOU SAY I 
PINRIGHT; BUT OO 
TRULY THINK SO? 

[s) IR MORE FAMILIAR 
a OF THOUGHT 7 

HAVE LEARNED THIS DAY A 
THAT NO VT TER LESSON. SUFFICE 
ONE CAN SAY, THAT YOU HAVE HAD SOME 
WONDER SMALL VENGEANCE IN BEING, 

TRLUMENT OF MY 

BUTIFITIS 
ALL LCAN TAKE 
FROM THis DAY I Je 
SHALL ACCEPT, 

IND HOPE THE 
GHOSTS OF MY PARENTS 
AND A THOUSAND OTHERS 
REST ATLEAST A 2/772E 
EASIER BECAUSE 

OF IT! 



The AMAZONS: 
THE CONTEST mini- 
series is over. 

And, in the after- 
math and after 54 
years of continuous 
publication (an impres- 
sive record matched 
by few titles in 
Amalgam’s history), 
so is the venerated 
title TALES OF THE 
AMAZONS... 

.And in its place 
are two new Amalgam titles, BULLETS & 
BRACELETS (also on sale this week!), 
starring Diana and The Punisher, and tt 
book you now hold in your hands, AMA- 
ZON, starring Ororo. This is an auspi- 
cious event, seeing how it's Wonder 
Woman's first solo title since her debut 
in 1975’s now classic GIANT SIZE TALES 
OF THE AMAZONS #1. 

But just because Diana and Ororo are 
starring in separate titles doesn't mean 
they'll no longer have anything to do with 
one another. Both super-ladies will con- 
tinue playing active roles in one anoth- 
ers lives and adventures. In fact, it’s 
hardly hyperbolic to say that with the 
advent of both AMAZONS and BULLETS 
& BRACELETS, the era of Amazonian 
greatness is just beginning! 

So, without any further ado, let’s get 
to your letters concerning the last issues 
of TALES OF THE AMAZON and the finale 
‘of AMAZONS: THE CONTEST... 

Dear Paul, 
‘AMAZONS: THE CONTEST ruled! 
All these years Diana and Ororo have 

been at odds with each other, it was greatto 
see them (finally!) go head to head, one on 
one, in the winnertake-all battle that I've 
been waiting for. With all the history between 
them, | always figured that when they did 
finally let go and have at one another, itwas 
going to be a whopper of a fight. | never real- 
ized it would be so savage...and that Diana 
had learned so much about combat from her 
life with Frank Castle! 

Of course, Diana should have known 
that she didn’t stand a chance of claiming 
the mantle of Wonder Woman for her own. 
She had the opportunity all those years 
ago, when the Amazons held the original 
contest to choose who would be their 
“ambassador” to man’s world. Instead, 
she decided to go her own way, without 
the restrictions of Queen Hippolyta's 
rules (carving out a strange and interest: 
ing life for herself in the process to be 
sure), leaving the job to Ororo..,but no 
means by default! Let's face it, even with- 
‘out her Amazon training, Ororo’s mutant 
powers would make her worthy of respect 
and the title of Wonder Woman. Diana still 
has a long way to go before she reaches 
the same level as Ororo and deserves to 

LETTERS TO 
PARADISE 

Wear the blue, red, and gold of Wonder 
Woman. 

AMAZONS? THE CONTEST was one of 
the best things published by Amalgam (or 
anybody!) in.a good:number of years just 
onits own. What could possibly have made 
it better? 

How about the debut of the creative 
team of John Byrne and Terry Austin!!! Not 
only is it great to have two of the most tal 
ented men in. comics working on these 
great characters, but it reunites one of the 
greatest artistic teams of all times from 
those thrilling days of yesteryear when they 
were together on Judgment League- 
‘Avengers! Over the years, these two have 
just gotten better, and their styles still 
mesh beautifully, It wasn’t just cool...it was 
a dream come truel 

So now all | have to do is stay sane 
while | wait for the debut of AMAZON and 
BULLETS & BRACELETS. Wish me luck! 

Warren Stempis 
Brooklyn, NY 

Good luck, Warren...hope you made it 
through the wait with sanity intact—and 
that it was worth the struggle. Yeah, hav- 
ing John and Terry back together is both a 
creative coup and an ongoing treat for the 
eyeballs! With them in the artistic saddle, 
AMAZON is a sure bet to be one of the 
shining stars of the Amalgam universe. 

Dear Paul, 
Yeehaaaa! 
| never thought I'd be celebrating the 

end of my favorite title, TALES OF THE AMA- 
ZONS, but knowing that my single most 
favorite book is going to be replaced by two 

blockbusters makes the news of TOTA’s 

imminent demise real easy to take! 

Of course, you guys took TOTA out with 
a major bang, as befits a book with as long 
and noble a history as this one, merging 
the two separate 12-page features star 

ring Wonder Woman and Diana into a sin- 
gle dynamic 4-Issue storyline. Who would 
ever havevexpected Professof Psycho, 
Panthera, Circe, and Giganta to forge such 
an unholy alliance? Who would ever have 
thought these four villains could work 
together, even if it was to take their respec- 
tive revenges on Diana and Ororo. And it 
should come as no shock to you that the 

behind-the-scenes role 
of BRUCE WAYNE, 
AGENT OF S.H.I.E.L.D. 
in this whole mess 

came as a total shock 

to me; honestly, | never 

saw this one coming! 
Let's have more of 
Wayne in these books! 

I'mexcited about the 
upcoming AMAZONS: 
THE CONTEST minis- 
eries (and for more 

than the reuniting of 
the fabulous John Byrne/Terry Austin 
team...although that in itself would make 
THE CONTEST worth picking up!) and 
breathless with anticipation over the 

upcoming new series, AMAZON and BUL- 
LETS & BRACELETS. You've given me a 
whole lot of years’ worth of entertain- 
ing.zand from all that’s coming from the 
Amazon-Office (and the rest of Amalgam), 

the best is yetto come! 
Max Landes 

Muscatine, IA 

We kinda thought Bruce Wayne's 
appearance would take everybody by sur- 
prise, Max. Don't know when he'll be mak- 
ing any return appearance, though, seeing 
as how he’s busy in his own new title, 
which makes its debut this very week 
from Amalgam. 

Dear Paul, 
Are you péople insane? After over 50 

years, you're gonna cancel TALES OF THE 
AMAZONS, one of the longest running titles 
in the history of comics! What's wrong with 
Ororo and Diana continuing to share the 
title, with the ocassional crossover for book- 
jength stories?! protest this, Amalgam, and 
if you do indeed go through with it, | wish 
you nothing less than a pox on your house! 

Randy Hu 
New York, NY 

Eeeeuuuww! Now we're gonna have 
to have the house repainted...! 

NEXT ISSUE: Diana's return to Baton 
Rouge is anything but triumphant as 
she seeks the one person who can help 
her...the Amazon sister who she's 
always spurned, Ororo. Written and 
pencilled by John Byme and inked by 
Terry Austin. 

BULLETS & BRACELETS #4: With their 
son Ryan kidnapped, Diana and The 
Punisher are willing to go to the ends 
of the Earth to save him... never 
expecting that their search will take 
them beyond that—to Apokolips! 
Written by John Ostrander, with art by 
Gary Frank and Cam Smith. 
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